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The Home of Brit ish Boxing Gets a New Lease of Life 

A Unique Asset 
York Hall, built in 1928 and 
located in a conservation area in 
Bethnal Green, is recognised as a 
major historical and recreational 
asset. Origina lly , York Hall 
comprised of a swimming pool 
and slipper baths; it was extended 
in the 1960s to house a range of 
leisure f acilities. The multi-
purpose hall is perhaps most 
f amous as a renowned boxing 
v enue.  
 
In 2005 York Hall, Greenwich 
Leisure Limited began operating 
the centre. This coincided with a 
major inv estment programme to  
rev erse the long term effects of 
under-inv estment and poor 
maintenance. 
 
L iaising With Special ists 
Martin Associates acted as 
Employ er’s Agents on a phased 
programme of works tailored to 
the requirements of the Clients. 
The Client’s wish was for the 
centre to remain open during the 
works and to minimise disruption 
to the centre’s neighbours.  
 
The works were undertaken in 
consultation with conserv ation 
off icers to ensure that the 
ref urbishm ent enhanced the 
building’s historic features. During 
the works, Martin Associates 
heav ily liaised with specialist 
consultants to deliv er design 
solutions f or the architectural, 
st ruct ura l, mec hanic a l and 
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electrical issues encountered, 
particularly as a result of the age 
of the building. 
 
Procurement & Par tnering 
Martin Associates’ inv olvement 
began early  on; we participated in 
the design and procurement of 
the scheme, prov iding reasoned 
adv ice to the Client and ensuring 
v alue f or money. The work was 
procured under a partnership 
agreement  bet ween Tower 
Hamlets, Greenwic h Leisure 
Limited, and Borras Construction 
Limited. We negotiated and 
arbit rat ed bet ween a ll  the 
partners to efficiently  deliver the  
scheme, inc lud ing resolv ing 
complex issues as they arose. 
 
Phased  Works 
The f irst phase was the prioritised 
improv ements to the reception 
and gym. The reception was 
relocat ed and designed to 
improv e circulation, accessibility 
and security . The prev ious 
reception was retained and  
ref urbished to provide an overf low 
during large boxing events. The 
gy m was  enlarged and 
m o d e r n i s e d ,  a n d  a n 
interconnected dance studio was 
also prov ided. 
 
Accessibility was improv ed to 
comply with the regulations of the  
Disability  Discrimination Act. 
Vertical and horizontal access 
was addressed; namely the 
prov ision of accessible toilets, the 

installation of platform lifts and the 
use of  tactile surf aces and 
enhanced auditory devices.  
 
The second phase concentrated 
on poolside. This included the  
challenging task of redecorating 
the steel roof trusses and 
ductwork, which requi red a 
signif icant level of scaffolding.  
 
The third phase concentrated on 
giv ing the main hall a tasteful 
‘f ace lift’. This f eatured re-sanding 
and sealing the f loor, the 

installation of wooden cladding for 
aes t het ic  purpos es ,  t he 
ref urbishment of the bar area and 
the creation of nine changing 
areas. 
 
It’s a Knockout 
Martin Associates ensured that 
the major investment programme 
was deliv ered on time and 
prov ided value f or money, with 
high quality design and f inishes. 
This has promoted York Hall  as a  
beacon for boxing and leisure in 
the country.  


