The Home of British Boxing Gets a New Lease of Life

AUnique Asset

York Hall, built in 1928 and
located in a conservation area in
Bethnal Green, is recognised as a
major historical and recreational
asset. Originally, York Hall
comprised of a swimming pool
and slipper baths; it was extended
in the 1960s to house a range of
leisure facilities. The multi-
purpose hall is perhaps most
famous as a renowned boxing
venue.

In 2005 York Hall Greenwich
Leisure Limited began operating
the centre. This coincided with a
major investment programme to
reverse the long tem effects of
under-investment and poor
maintenance.

Liaising With Specialists

Martin ~ Associates acted as
Employer's Agents on a phased
programme of works tailored to
the requirements of the Clients.
The Client's wish was for the
centre to remain open during the
works and to minimise disruption
to the centre’s neighbours.

The works were undertaken in
consultation with conservation
officers to ensure that the
refurbishment enhanced the
building’s historic features. During
the works, Martin Associates
heavily liaised with specialist
consultants to delver design
solutions for the architectural,
structural, mechanical and

electrical issues encountered,
particularly as a result of the age
of the building.

Procurement & Partnering

Martin  Asscociates’ involvement
began early on; we participated in
the design and procurement of
the scheme, providing reasoned
advice to the Client and ensuring
value for money. The work was

procured under a partnership
agreement between Tower
Hamlets, Greenwich Leisure

Limited, and Borras Construction
Limited. We negotiated and
arbitrated between all the
partners to efficiently delver the
scheme, including resolving
complex issues as they arose.

Phased Works

The first phase was the prioritised
improvements to the reception
and gym. The reception was
relocated and designed to
improve circulation, accessibility
and security. The previous
reception was retained and
refurbished to provide an overflow
during large boxing events. The
gym was enlarged and
modernised, and an
interconnected dance studio was
also provided.

Accessibilty was improved to
comply with the regulations of the
Disability  Discrimination Act.
Vertical and horizontal access
was addressed; namely the
provision of accessible toilets, the

installation of platform lifts and the
use of tactile surfaces and
enhanced auditory devices.

The second phase concentrated
on poolside. This included the
challenging task of redecorating
the steel roof trusses and
ductwork, which required a
signfficant level of scaffolding.

The third phase concentrated on
giving the main hall a tasteful
‘face lift’. This featured resanding
and sealing the floor, the

installation of wooden cladding for
aesthetic purposes, the
refurbishment of the bar area and
the creation of nine changing
areas.

It's aKnockout

Martin Associates ensured that
the major investment programme
was delivered on time and
provided value for money, with
high quality design and finishes.
This has promotedYork Hall as a
beacon for boxing and leisure in
the country.



